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Editor’s Note
Welcome to issue 207.

And just like that, 2024 is coming to a close. The ECN 
team would like to wish the village and surrounding 
areas a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Thank you for your continued support throughout the 
year - we look forward to sharing more community 
spirit, stories and updates with you all in the year ahead.

See you in 2025!

Until next time,

The ECN Team x 
 
 p.s. Some useful info:
   
The deadline for the next issue is: 13/1/25, to be delivered 
around: 1/2/25.
Space is limited - we may omit, edit or shorten articles.
The views expressed in ECN are not necessarily those 
of the ECN team.
If you would like to see this magazine in colour, visit 
the Eastington Hub at https://eastington.website.
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You may have noticed some 
building work taking place 
at The Old Methodist Church 
over the past few months. 
TwoCan has been lucky enough to receive 
some funding to start to redevelop the 
building, not only to enable it to be more 
accessible for everyone, but also to try and 
hold back the damp and cold that the old 
building has been suffering from. Over the 
next few years TwoCan aims to redevelop 
the building in phases adapting the kitchen, 
toilets, hall areas and outside spaces.

The first phase of the work has focused 
on the kitchen. A TwoCan kitchen needs 
to be able to provide an area that can be 
used by staff, users and their families, to 
make refreshments, re-heat meals and host 
seasonal events, as well as a place to prepare 
and cook meals within the independence 
training programmes it offers.

TwoCan aims to expand the size of the 
kitchen and combine functionality and

style, providing the freedom for all users 
to enjoy, whether it’s just making a cup of 
tea or three course meal. It aims to be ideal 
for mixed uses and mixed users and by 
increasing its size and replacing thoughtfully 
positioned appliances, rise and fall counters 
and sinks, larger kickboards to provide 
ample room for wheelchair footplates and 
easy to access storage solutions, will make it 
a wonderful space that will enable the whole 
community to enjoy.

As well as working hard to fundraise for 
the building, TwoCan is also looking for 
sponsorship to enable all their users to
have a TwoCan hoodie. Since moving to 
Eastington, TwoCan has gained a new 
website and logo and as a result needs to 
update all its hoodies to reflect the rebrand. 
As well as a bright moving advert raising 
an awareness of the charity, a hoodie 
helps to create a sense of unity, creating 
a visual symbol of belonging, connecting 
everyone to TwoCan’s belief that “with two 
you can”. It also fosters a sense of pride 
and collaboration. TwoCan is looking for a 
company, business or person who would be 
able to fund this project and become a new 
supporter. Some of TwoCan’s group made 
a short video showing off the sample batch 
of hoodies that have been made and would 
welcome anyone who would like to see it to 
use this link: https://vimeo.com/1012470761.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
TWOCAN IS AN INCLUSIVE THEATRE COMPANY BASED 
IN EASTINGTON. YOU CAN FOLLOW THEM FOR MORE 
UPDATES ON FACEBOOK: @TWOCAN INCLUSIVE OR 
ON THEIR WEBSITE: WWW.TWOCANTHEATRE.ORG.UK.
_______________________________________________
LOUISE PARTRIDGE IS EXECUTIVE PRODUCER AT  
TWOCAN. YOU CAN EMAIL LOUISE AT: 
LOUISE@TWOCANTHEATRE.ORG.UK.

TwoCan Theatre
Newsletter
BY LOUISE PARTRIDGE
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Christmas
travaganzaX FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2024

5:30PM – 7:30PM
GREAT OLDBURY PRIMARY ACADEMY
Veterans Way, Stonehouse, GL10 3WH

CAROL SINGING ▪ CRAFT STALLS
HOT FOOD & DRINKS ▪ RAFFLE

For more information on booking
Please contact the school:

admin.GOPA@glatrust.org.uk

CRAFT STALLS FROM £10  
BOOK BY TUESDAY 3RD DECEMBER

https://tinyurl.com/9xyvb83m

BOOK NOW

FREE ADMISSION

CARRANT BROOK 
JUNIOR SCHOOL

NORTHWAY
INFANT SCHOOL

CHURCHDOWN VILLAGE
INFANT SCHOOL

www.greatoldbury.org.uk



 EASTINGTON COMMUNITY NEWS | 09ISSUE 207

Y
O

U
TH

In school Class 5 have been 
selling poppies in aid of Royal 
British Legion – we do this 
each year so those who have 
been injured protecting us 
can receive support.
We have reflected on why we have 
Remembrance Day each year. Here are a 
few of our thoughts. 

“It’s a day of respect and we have a two 
minutes silence to remember the people 
that sacrificed their lives to save us so we
can live a happy and a peaceful life. 
They stopped the war at 11:00am on 11th
November so that’s why we do the two 
minutes of silence at that time.” Harry Antell

“For me, it is a peaceful time and to 
remember what happened when the 
war ended. To celebrate, I like to donate 
money and learn more about it. At
11:00am, everybody gathers to have a two 
minute silence to remember the people

that gave their lives for us.” Hugo Hawtin

“On remembrance day, I think about all the 
people who fought in the war for us, those 
who died and tried their very hardest to stay 
alive in World War One and Two. On the 
11th day of the 11th month at the 11th hour, 
we remember the people who died in war. 
That’s why we have a two minute silence 
on the 11th hour of the 11th month.” Mila 
Stradling

“We can remember the people that helped 
us and sacrificed themselves for our country 
and that we can say thank you for helping 
us.” Rhumer-Blu Gill

In our school, we have different ways to 
show our support for remembrance day. 
Some represent the day with pin badges, 
ribbons and bracelets, in addition to the 
paper poppy. Below are some members of 
class five proudly showing their support.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
EASTINGTON PRIMARY IS A COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
LOCATED ON MILLEND LANE IN CHURCHEND.
__________________________________________________________
H T T P : // W W W . E A S T I N G T O N P R I M A R Y . C O . U K
TELEPHONE: 01453 822922

Eastington Primary School
Newsletter
BY LYNNE BIRCH
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This term has so far been full 
of painting, exploratory play, 
and the odd disco here and 
there.

We started the term looking at the stories 
of Roald Dahl, picking blackberries to 
crush and use to paint characters from 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and 
looking for golden tickets in cocoa powder.

We explored the story of the colour monster 
and spoke about our feelings and engaged 
in some yoga to be calm and mindful. 

We enjoyed time outside at the allotment, 
tidying up the environment and digging 
in our flower beds to prepare them
for the winter.

We have been looking at the topic of 
space and have read factual books to learn 
about rockets, how long it takes to get to 
space and what it is like on the moon. We 
made a space station and the children 
used recycled construction to make their 
buttons and tools that they may need.

We are now in full swing preparing for 
Christmas. We look forward to a term of 
glitter, songs and VERY excited children (and 
staff). Please contact us on 079773 42742 or 
email us to arrange a visit if you require a 
space for your child. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
EASTINGTON PLAYGROUP HAS BEEN PROVIDING CARE 
AND EDUCATION FOR LOCAL FAMILIES SINCE 1998. THE 
PLAYGROUP IS OPEN ON MONDAYS TO THURSDAYS FOR 
CHILDREN AGED TWO AND A HALF TO FOUR YEARS.

_______________________________________________
HTTP://WWW.EASTINGTONPLAYGROUP.CO.UK
EASTINGTONPLAYGROUP@HOTMAIL.COM
MOBILE: 07977 342742

Eastington Playgroup
Newsletter

BY JENNY WINFIELD 
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Hello! My name is Gareth 
Parker, and I’m the 
Headteacher at William 
Morris School in Eastington, 
a special school run by local 
charity Novalis Trust.
For those who may not have heard of us
before, William Morris School is an 
independent, day and boarding school 
for children aged seven to nineteen with 
complex learning needs. We’re one of only 
a few schools in the country to adopt a truly 
trauma-informed approach in all we do, 
helping our pupils to flourish in a supportive 
and caring environment. We opened our 
doors in September 2022. Prior to this, our 
site was home to William Morris College 
which provided further education courses 
for post-16 students. 

While our pupils have complex needs, our
goal is simple: to help every one of them 
thrive and achieve their full potential. We 
offer a broad curriculum, with a particular 
focus on arts, crafts and horticulture as 
well as woodwork and music. We’ll soon be 
welcoming our first group of boarders, and 
we’re excited about the new opportunities 
this will bring.

As part of our commitment to the
community, we’re keen to strengthen 
our connections with local residents and 
businesses. Whether through events, 
volunteering or partnerships, we hope to 
foster relationships that benefit both our 
pupils and the wider community. 

In future editions, we hope to share our
pupils’ artwork and creative writing, along 
with updates on school events where I 
look forward to meeting many of you in 
person. Thank you for welcoming us into the 
community!

Gareth Parker
Headteacher,
William Morris School 

gareth.parker@william-morris.org.uk
www.novalis-trust.org.uk

William Morris School 
Newsletter

Connecting with the Community

BY GARETH PARKER

Children’s Clubs
New and ongoing clubs in (and around) Eastington, all in one place.

 MONDAYS
Preschool Dance Class
with Amy Addle
9:15am @ Eastington Village Hall

 TUESDAYS 
Frampton-On-Severn Toddler Time
with Frampton Toddler Group
9:30am @ Cadbury Hall

Children’s Dance Class
with Fusion Dance
3:45pm @ Eastington Village Hall

Drama Class
with Drama Kids
From 4:00pm @ The Community Centre, OHMG

Football Club
with Stonehouse Town Youth Football Club
6:30pm @ Wycliffe College

 WEDNESDAYS
Nature Tots
with Wildlife Trust
Monthly, 10:00am @ Coaley Peak

Baby Bounce and Rhyme
with Gloucestershire County Council
10:30am @ Stonehouse Library

Little Explorers
with Little Learners
2:00pm @ Great Oldbury Primary Academy

Street Dancing Class
with Defined Dance
From 4:30pm @The Community Centre, OHMG

 THURSDAYS
Youth Theatre Club
with TwoCan
5:00pm @ Old Methodist Church Hall

     
Cubs
with Frampton-On-Severn Cubs
7:15p m @ Frampton Scout Hut

 FRIDAYS
Scout Club
with Stanley’s Scouts
7:15pm @ Leonard Stanley Scout Hut

Youth Club
with Church of Christ the King
7:00pm @ Eastington Methodist Church

 SATURDAYS
Preschool Dance Class
with Amy Addle
9:00am @ Eastington Village Hall

Gymnastics Class
with Flip and Twist Gymnastics
@ Park Junior School

 SUNDAYS
Running Club
with Junior Parkrun
9:00am @ Oldends Lane Playing Fields
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
For further details about these clubs, see online or email us.



Heart of the Village
BY SUE WITHERS

18th September
Well once again the weather was kind to us.  
The famous teapot sign was put in place on 
the village hall railings to let people know 
that the event was on. The cake donations 
arrived at 1:00pm which consisted of 
cornflake cakes, Victoria sponge, blueberry 
& lemon cake, fruit cake, sticky toffee cake 
and apple cake. 

Unfortunately, due to colds and covid, 
helpers were limited, but we still put on 
a good show and welcomed our guests 
through the doors at 2:00pm. It wasn’t long 
before the room filled up and the tea, coffee 
and cakes were served to the tables with a 
smile.

The raffle was drawn at 3:00pm and three 
guests went home with wine, toiletries and 
a solar garden light - all these items very 
kindly donated to us and a BIG THANK YOU 
to the people that brought new items for 
next time.

We had an anonymous phone call the other 
day from a gentleman wishing to donate 
some cake plates and silver platters, then 
he kindly delivered them to one of the 
organisers doorstep - whoever you are, 
thank you very much.

Our new mascot “Roger the Dog” has taken 
pride of place on the front table and will 
remind us all what this pop-in is all about.  
It was also especially lovely to see a new 
addition to our pop-in, as she was just eleven 
days old! Also our other special lady was 
Ruth Pope who is one of our organisers who 
celebrated her 90th birthday. Carol Novoth, 
our Stroud District Council community 

warden, popped her head through the door 
and she was amazed to see all our local 
residents enjoying themselves and hopefully 
she will be able to return again.

23rd October
This time we served up a starter of
homemade hot pumpkin soup and 
freshly baked bread rolls, cheese straws 
and cheese pinwheels followed by freshly
baked homemade cakes. We would also 
like to thank Carly of “Made by Carly” at 
Whitminster for her gorgeous chocolate 
brownies she kindly donated. 

Thank you to whoever dropped off another 
bottle of wine for the next raffle. We were 
extremely touched by one of our regular 
guests donating her mothers treasured tea 
service and we certainly will get good use 
out of it and it is sincerely appreciated.

Our next pop-in dates for your diary are:
11th December & 22nd January. Please do 
spread the word.
Sue W x
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
HEART OF THE VILLAGE IS A COMMUNITY-DRIVEN POP-
IN EVENT THAT OCCURS ONCE A MONTH AT THE VILLAGE 
HALL. LOOK OUT FOR THE TEAPOT CHALKBOARD SIGN 
ERECTED ON THE RAILINGS OUTSIDE ON THE DAY.
___________________________________________
YOU CAN CONTACT SUE WITHERS ON: 07949 548 539

N
E

W
S

 
What is Crafty Gifts about? 
“This book is about crafting stuff. You can craft little hand things that you can pop 
into your pockets called pillow boxes. If you look on the front cover there’s an owl 
- that is the pillow box. I have made a few of them, but not the owl. Also you could 
make something that I made in that book too - it’s like a bath fizzy which you can 
choose the colour of which you can pop in the bath to fizz and it colours the bath 
water and also it smells nice. Another thing you can make is with some buttons you 
can stick them down and make a shape with them with googly eyes on the front. You 
can also make little gift boxes that you can put in your pocket and fill up with some 
presenty stuff. I’ve also made the salt dough recipe inside.”

What is your favourite part and why?
“My favourite part is looking at the pictures because I love to think of what I can do 
and what stuff I can have from this book.”

Who would you recommend this book to and why?
“A crafter lover because it’s full of lots of different kinds of crafting stuff.”
........................................................................................................................................................................
Congratulations to Rosie for winning the ECN book review competition!

Crafty Gifts is written for children of all ages (and adults, too!).
Published by DK in 2017. ISBN: 978-0-2412-7580-1
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
WOULD YOU LIKE TO ENTER THE NEXT COMPETITION? ARE YOU UNDER SIXTEEN? PLEASE EMAIL: ARTICLES@
EASTINGTON.WEBSITE WITH YOUR ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ABOVE AND A PHOTOGRAPH OF YOUR CHOICE.

Jay’s
Book

Corner
Guest review by:

Rosie, age 7

Title:
Crafty Gifts

Author:
Jane Bull

Genre:
Non-fiction, art
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Stroud District Council 
Update

BY CLLR RICHARD MAISEY
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Listening Fish, Divers, Salt Marshes and
A Cup of Tea in the Village Hall.

Quite a lot of my time recently has been spent talking and learning about fish 
deterrents, outflows from nuclear power stations and salt marshes. As you may 
be aware, EDF are building a new nuclear power station at Hinkley Point C. Their 
original proposal contained a provision under which an Acoustic Fish Deterrent (AFD) was to be installed to 
deter fish from being drawn into the power station’s cooling system. EDF do not wish to install this AFD any 
more and instead (in compensation for all the fish which will be killed) wish to create salt marshes. There are 
four possible sites for these marshes, one of them is at Arlingham. At a heated meeting in Arlingham Village 
Hall, EDF representatives did not explain their reasoning very clearly to the many local residents present. I am 
aware that EDF have produced an extensive report explaining their reasoning. Apparently, there are also other 
reports from independent bodies indicating that they do not agree with EDF’s findings. All the Parishes, where 
salt marshes have been proposed, have opposed the scheme in a joint statement and asked EDF to reconsider. I 
have been in contact with Simon Opher our MP, as has Arlingham Parish Council. It is a matter for the Secretary 
of State to decide. Let us hope that either EDF are asked to instal the AFD at Hinkley Point C or Arlingham is 
not chosen as a site. Arlingham is a special tranquil backwater which will not remain peaceful with hundreds of 
visitors driving to and from a new salt marsh!

Closer to home, as I live in Nupend, there is a proposal to build 135 houses in Nupend. The developers have asked 
for an environmental Assessment Report. The development would, of necessity, be accessed down the narrow 
lane leading from Grove Lane to Nupend which one would have thought would be a good enough planning 
reason for refusing consent anyway! We will see how things progress!

I mentioned the importance of the Draft Local Plan in my last report. I would confirm SDC are obliged to report 
back to the Government Inspectors by 9th December on the concerns raised by the Inspectors relating to 
improvements to Junctions 12 and 14 of the M5 (amongst other things). On receiving this report, it is likely the 
Inspectors will decide whether to accept SDC’s report in January 2025. If the report is accepted, the draft local 
plan will continue to be examined and probably be confirmed as the New Plan by December 2025. The New 
Plan will then govern what land can be developed for at least ten years. However, the Inspectors may not accept 
SDC’s recommendations and reject the draft plan in January 2024, and SDC will have to start making a new 
plan immediately and ask developers to put forward sites they wish to include in that new plan. 

On a final more cheerful note I have recently attended the “Heart of the Village” pop-in, and must say what a 
“buzzy” atmosphere there was in this well attended event. The next available pop-in is at the Village Hall on the 
11th December 2024 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm You’re sure of a warm welcome, 
tea and cake from the enthusiastic smiling local ladies!

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any issues or concerns that I 
may be able to help you with.
............................................................................................................................................

Stroud District Council: customer.services@stroud.gov.uk
Cllr Richard Maisey: cllr.richard.maisey@stroud.gov.uk
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By the time you read this you may have noticed that work has started on the pavement widening project 
opposite Bath Road Garage. This will make it much safer for all those walking along this stretch of pavement.

We have been advised that a long-awaited speed camera is to be installed on Bath 
Road in December. This is being funded by Gloucestershire County Council. Speed 
signs will be installed early next year, which should act as a deterrent and hopefully 
reduce traffic speeds along Bath Road.  The system relies on volunteer verifiers who 
are needed to review the camera footage and verifications must be cleared regularly. 
We have had some offers of help with this, but more volunteers are needed. Please 
contact the parish council if you can help with this. The scheme enables verifiers to 
request ten police letters per week to be sent to speeding offenders. 

The Parish Council has been reviewing the Snakey Park Play Area and has been consulting with play area 
providers to improve the safety surfacing around the play equipment. New surfacing should be installed in the 
new year, weather permitting. In addition, we are considering a couple of new pieces of play equipment as the 
play area is heavily used and some of the equipment required repairs following the annual safety inspection 
which was carried out in May. New fencing and gate posts around the allotments have also been scheduled.

We have recently installed a new defibrillator on the outside of the phone box in Nupend. This takes the number 
of defibrillators in the village to seven, which is great as they are known to save lives when someone has a cardiac 
arrest. There are over 30,000 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests each year in the UK, but less than one in ten people 
survive. Every minute without CPR and defibrillation after a cardiac arrest can reduce the chance of survival by 
up to 10 per cent. Early CPR and defibrillation is vital to give someone the best chance of survival. Anyone can 
use a defibrillator. You do not need training. Once you turn it on, it will give clear step-by-step voice instructions. 
While you do not need to be trained to use a defibrillator, having training can ensure you are familiar with the 
defibrillator and ready to act quickly in an emergency. The Parish Council will be arranging Defibrillator Training 
over the next couple of months. Please do take advantage of this opportunity and book a place on the training 
by contacting the Clerk. For information, the locations of the seven defibrillators are listed below:
•	 Westend Office Suites 
•	 St Michaels & All Angels Church
•	 The Old Badger Inn
•	 OHMG Community Centre
•	 John Stayte Services 
•	 Travelodge, Chipmans Platt Roundabout
•	 Nupend phone box
A further defibrillator is being planned for Nastend.

The whole Parish Council would like to finish by wishing all our 
residents Best Wishes for the Christmas Season and a Happy New 
Year.

	 .......................................................................................................................................

Parish Clerk: clerk@eastington-pc.gov.uk
Tel: 01453 79961 - 07747634217
Parish Chair: muriel.bullock@eastington-pc.gov.uk

Eastington Parish Council
Update

BY MARIANNE SIMPSON
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COMMUNITY
BOOKSWAP

 
Thank you to

Tom Lowe for taking 
out and replacing the 

shelving, thank you 
to the electrician for 
putting in the new 

light fitting, thank you 
to Eastington Parish 
Council for funding 

the repairs, and finally, 
thank you Sue and 

Caroline for cleaning, 
storing the books and 
making the phonebox 

look lovely again.
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Cast your mind back to 1973 (if you can). There 
was a song called The Wombling Song, released
by - you know it - The Wombles, to accompany
their television show, and the lyrics went a bit 
like this:

People don’t notice us, they never see
Under their noses a Womble may be

Womble by night and we Womble by day
Looking for litter to trundle away

For those who are reading on in mild confusion, 
The Wombles are characters from a 
series of children’s novels originating 
in 1968 that were adapted for television 
and music. These furry creatures live in 
burrows and love to help the environment
by collecting and recycling rubbish in creative 
ways. The environmentally-friendly message 
took hold during the 1970s to become a 
widespread shift in human behaviour. Fast

forward several decades and Keep Britain 
Tidy decided to utilise The Wombles and their 
motto; “Make Good Use of Bad Rubbish” 
for their campaign to eliminate litter. 

The Eastington Wombles litter-picking 
group was founded in February 2021 by Tina 
Davies, a care worker at the time looking 
for a way to get some fresh air and make a 
positive difference in the community. Tina’s 
motivation was simple but powerful: “to clean 

up and keep clean the Eastington Parish”.
What started as a solo effort quickly grew into 
something much bigger. The first Wombles 
litter pick took place on 7th March 2021, and it 
didn’t take long for more and more residents to 
join in. As the group expanded, it became clear 
that certain areas of the village, such as Spring 
Hill and the school playing field were in urgent 
need of attention. These spots became regular 
targets for the Wombles’ cleanup sessions.

One of the group’s favourite meeting spots 
used to be the Big Green Coffee Machine at 
the OHMG/Snakey Park. After each session, 

volunteers would gather there for a well-
deserved coffee break. The group has also been 
known to report overflowing bins and instances 
of fly-tipping to the local council, ensuring 
that the whole village is kept clean and safe.

This article would like to commemorate the 
dedication of the first volunteers, as without 
these individuals, Eastington Wombles  
might not exist anymore, so - thank you. 

If you’ve participated in a previous session 
and still have a litter picker or hi-vis vest no 
longer in use, the group would love to see 
these returned so that others can use them.

For more details, and to keep up with 
future sessions, you can find the group on 
Facebook: Eastington Wombles (https://www.
facebook.com/groups/873620303371384/) . 
Every helping hand makes a difference, and 
we welcome any new volunteers who want 
to join in and help keep Eastington clean - 
you don’t need to be pointy-nosed or furry 
to qualify! Let’s keep up the good work, 
Eastington - together, we can make our village 
a cleaner, safer and greener place for everyone.

Some readers here may remember my 
series of articles on the River Frome and 
the Stroudwater Canal, which were a 
consequence of my love of nature, walking 
and fishing.

It was a pleasure to write them, and, 
after forty years of commercial writing, 
all my output is for pleasure nowadays. 

I’ve lived in the Stroud area for fifteen 
years, and Eastington for the past three, 
and it’s here that I wrote my debut novel, 
The Rights of Man and Fish, which was 
published in September this year. The 
book is hard to classify. Historical fiction? 
Fictional history might be nearer the mark.  

The Rights of Man and Fish, wittily
illustrated by Pete Field, romps through 
more than 1,000 years of European history, 
as seen through the eyes of a carp. An 
intelligent, acerbic, multi-lingual carp 
with a taste for Armagnac, patisserie and 
progressive politics. Gisella the carp is a 
one off, and any resemblance to any other 
talking fish, either real or imagined, is not 
only incidental but utterly impossible.   

On her journey she meets such historical 
figures as William the Conqueror, Jane 
Austen, Alexander Pope and Pablo Picasso, 
as well as finding herself caught up in Da 
Vinci’s experiments, various European 
wars, rows and love-affairs, not to mention 
a variety of alcohol-induced mishaps. 
Not only does she witness many of the
great – and infamous – events of history,
she is frequently the cause of them.
Which is quite a feat for a fish with a brain 
the size of a walnut. She also overcomes the 
ongoing problem of how to talk to humans 
while remaining partially submerged, and 
avoiding barbs and hooks, both from anglers 
and philosophers. 

The book is informative – there is real history 

in it, as well as many absurd flights of 
fancy – but also entertaining and humorous. 
Apparently, it “nods towards Gunter Grass, 
Thomas Paine and Paul Torday’s Salmon 
Fishing in the Yemen, while maintaining 
a humour and breadth of vision entirely 
its own”. Maybe. But it also contains 
cameos by King Harold, Geoffrey Chaucer, 
William Shakespeare, Marie-Antoinette, 
Alan Turing, and a host of others... plus 
many of history’s unsung heroes and 
villains, most of whom are made up.

Join Gisella as she finds out what makes 
the ideal society, based on what she 
learns from a millennium of human 
error, intrigue and haute cuisine. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
The Rights of Man and Fish is published by 
AN Editions: aneditions.com 

Eastington
Wombles

The Rights of Man and Fish
BY PAUL HALAS
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The Night Before Christmas
WRITTEN BY  SIMON CHAPMAN

We pull into the familiar layby 
on the A419.
The one between the M5 and the Great 
Oldbury roundabout. We haven’t been down 
this way for a year and things have changed. 
For a start, the stadium build is underway 
on the other side of the road.

“Will they change the name of the club, 
boss?” I ask. “Like they do in America when 
a billionaire buys a team and moves them
to his hometown? Come on, Eastington 
Rovers!”

“I’ve no idea what you’re talking about, 
Bernard.” The boss replies. “But you need to 
focus. We’ve got a lot of deliveries to make 
and only a few hours to make them. We 
need a 100% success rate tonight – or your 
job is on the line.” 

I bite my lip and say nothing. If I remember, 
the boss made the mistake last time. And it 
was me who rescued him. If I hadn’t spotted 
him locked in that porch up at Claypits by 
mistake he would still be there now. And 
that wasn’t the first time I’d rescued him 
from a tight situation. Too many mince pies. 
That was his problem. And sometimes too 
much brandy.

It’s getting late and I’m feeling a bit peckish 
myself. The burger van has already left for 
the night. A pity; I’ve been counting on that. 
The boss, being a bit classier than me, has 
his eye on the Little Waitrose up the road. 
“What a great idea!” he says. “Now the big 
houses on Springhill won’t have to go so far 
for their shopping.”

“Right, Bernard. Grab your scanner, jump 
into the back and start scanning the parcels.” 

We must get cracking now. The boss takes 
out his iPad. As usual, he has all the delivery 
names and addresses laid out on a large 
and tidy spreadsheet. In the old days, we 
had an old exercise book and a well-chewed 
pencil. We had some almighty mess-ups 
back in the not-so-good-at-all days, I can 
tell you. That’s why the boss’s boss – his wife, 
Carol – installed a shiny electronic system. 
It updates deliveries every day, based on 
customer reports. So, we adjust them at the 
last minute. Depending.

The boss checks the list as I scan the parcels. 
Then, to be sure, he checks it again.

“Right! We’re ready for Eastington! A quick 
stop at Waitrose for coffee. And a mince pie, 
Bernard. And then, we’re off!”

Up and down Springhill, keeping an eye 
out for stray dogs. Around Churchend, 
up Millend. I grab some bags of manure 
from the stables for my garden and return 
the empty bags from last year. All around 
Victoria Drive – and the roads behind it I 
can never remember the names of. Down 
Alkerton Road. Past Number 5 where the 
boss stops to buy some bits and bobs from 
the stall (as usual, he asks if I have £1 to pay). 
Past the Co-op. Oops, the postie’s parked on 
the Keep Clear sign again. Naughty.

“Oh look! The King’s Head has changed! 
That was a great place to stop for a pint years 
ago.” Boss says.

“Your memory’s going, boss,” I said. “It was 
always a bit rubbish. The Lazy Goose is much 
better.”

We turn right at the roundabout. Dale’s 
done a great job with the winter flower 
display there. We pass Broomhall’s. Half of

Eastington are still queuing for their
holiday orders at the last minute. On past 
the Grange and Cozens’ farm, over the 
motorway and a hard right into Fullers Close. 
We’re going at a fair old gallop now. The load 
is a lot lighter, but there’s still lots to do. Up 
to Claypits, then a sharp U-turn at the lights. 
It’s full speed all the way back down to the 
crossroads, then left into Swallowcroft.

“Oh dear, oh dear,” cries the boss, “where’s 
36? And 56? And 58? And 60?”

“They’re in the new bit!” I shout. The same as 
I do every year since they built ‘the new bit’.

“Oh yes, silly me.”

Then it’s back to the Bath Road all the way 
down and bear left down Middle Street. 
Dodging the dog walkers in the dark. “I do 
wish they’d wear high viz,” says the boss. The 
same as every year. The dogs or the walkers? 
“Both.”

Once we get to 63 Bath Road, we’re done. 
Time to pop into the Eastington Farm Shop 
for a last-minute Christmas tree. And a 
well-earned glass of mulled wine. For me. 
The boss is driving this year, much to his 
annoyance.

I realise to my shock that there’s one more 
parcel left in the back. “It’s too late,” says the 
boss; we’ll have to take it back with us. I pick 
it up and look at the label, but it’s torn and I 
don’t recognise the name and address. They 
could be newcomers to the village. (“Like 
anyone who moved in after about 1900,” 
says the boss).

We’re both disappointed. ‘No parcel left 
behind,’ that’s our motto. And now one 
person in Eastington won’t have their 
delivery.

The boss shouts, “I’ve got it! ONLY ONE 
PERSON CAN HELP US NOW! Only one 
person will know who the parcel is for!”

Of course! “Liz at the post office!” 

We set course for the co-op. Everyone will 
receive their delivery; we will save Christmas. 
We can move on to the rest of the world.

I buckle up my seatbelt and the boss grabs 
the reins. “Now Dasher! Now Dancer! Now 
Prancer and Vixen. On Comet! On Cupid! On 
Donder and Blitzen!” To the post office!

The reindeer leap forward and we’re off into 
the cold, night sky.

“Happy Christmas, Eastington!”

__________________________________________________________
THANK YOU TO LOCAL WRITER (AND POSTIE), SIMON 
CHAPMAN, FOR SUBMITTING THIS SHORT PIECE OF 
FICTION FOR CHRISTMAS, 2024.
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Eastington Church
Roof Appeal
BY GILL GLOVER

Fundraising for the new church roof is going 
well.  We’ve held some very successful events 
and received some generous donations. A 
special mention should go to the fabulous 
staff at our local Coop who have so far raised 
a whopping £417.51 from their cake stall and 
the collecting tin.  Many thanks to them and 
all of you who have contributed.  Fab!

Because we have bats in the church, we 
will need a Bat License before any work can 
commence on the roof. Our Bat Surveyor, 
Colin Menendez from CTM Wildlife Ltd, has 
been surveying the church and its surrounds 
over the summer and has identified two 
species of bats in the building; the Brown 
long-eared bat and the Lesser horseshoe 
bat. Outside more bat species were heard 
and seen. Sometimes it’s difficult to identify 
them but possibly these included the 
Noctule, Soprano Pipistrelle, Common 
Pipistrelle, a Natterer’s and a Serotine. This 
means that Churchend is a very special 
place for biodiversity. Lucky us!

On Saturday 26th October we held our 
first Get Batty event at the church.  Lots of
families came along to take part in bat 
related crafts, help to make some bat boxes 

and identify bats on the ‘find the bat’ trail.  
We all learnt some fascinating bat-tastic 

facts from Dr Simon Pickering, our bat 

expert. Other superheroes on the day were 
Moya Potts for her hard work and creativity, 
coming up with super crafty idea’s, Tim Potts 
for his great wood working skills on the bat 
boxes, Lucinda on facepaints and Jacky on 
refreshments… what a team!

We do have two bat boxes left which we 
are happy to sell (to the highest bidder) so 
if you are interested do get in touch. These 
are expertly made and will last a lifetime.  
If you want to make your own bat box, the 
instruction sheet has been posted on the 
ECRA FB page.

Our next event is a Candlelight Christmas 
Sing-along starting at 7:00pm on Saturday 
14th December. Santa and his sleigh will 
be waiting outside the church to greet you 
so get in the mood for Christmas singing 
festive songs and listening to musical 
entertainment. There will be mulled wine 
and mince pies in the interval. No tickets 
required, just come along.

Whether you make it to the sing-along or 
not, do have a very Merry Christmas and 
thank you for all your support during 2024.  
2025 here we come!
____________________________________________________

Follow ECRA on facebook:
Eastington Church Roof Appeal – ECRA
Project Leader, Mike Naylor: 01453 828682
Fundraiser, Gill Glover 01453 828782
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Frampton Village Society
BY JOHN NEWTON

A warm welcome is extended to everyone 
to come to our series of illustrated talks held 
in Frampton on Severn which we hope will 
be of interest to a variety of people; the talks 
cover both local topics of interest, more 
general subjects and sometimes a musical 
or other theme-based show.

Ripping Yarns and Wizard Wheezes
September 27th saw John Reid deliver his 
talk entitled ‘Ripping Yarns and Wizard 
Wheezes’ which described the introduction 
and evolution of paper comics from around 
the First World War to their eventual demise 
in the late 80’s and early 90’s. The number of 
comics published over the years was quite 
amazing with many original paper copies 
being circulated around the audience on 
the evening. Many of the titles were fondly 
remembered by audience members with 
Hotspur, Beano, Dandy being some of 
the best well known together with their 
‘inhabitants’ like Desperate Dan, Minnie the 
Minx and Dennis the Menace with his dog 
Gnasher. These comics were encouraged as 
an inexpensive introduction to the world of 
reading although the ‘posher’ comics like 
The Eagle, which was printed on quality 
shiny paper, were more expensive and took 
you into a world of adventure and science 
fiction which could be a bit daunting to 
the more nervous youngsters. Inevitably, 
following on so closely from the war years 
many characters in boys’ comics were 
‘combat superheroes’ and were joined by 
sports heroes, whereas the Girls’ comics 
revolved more around horses and romance. 
There was also a strong play on the ‘class’ 
system with both Lord Snooty and Billy 
Bunter’s experiences at his public school. 

As part of the talk a comparison was drawn 
with the limited number of publications 
around today together with their staggering 
cost which originally started at around 1d 

and now selling for anything up to £5! It 
was concluded that, with the evolution of 
television and the introduction of ‘online’ 
devices, paper comics may soon become
just a memory. Some of the characters like 
Dennis the Menace can now be viewed in 
video form but, somehow, they just don’t 
have the same appeal as your favourite 
paper comic which you waited eagerly for 
each week to pick up on a favourite story 
line or simply for a light-hearted laugh.

AGM and Bill Wood Memorial Shield 
Celebration
Following our AGM we were, once again, 
pleased to host the presentation of the Bill 
Wood Memorial Shield and celebration.  
This year’s deserving recipient was Shirley 
Hunter, one of our own members. The award 
was made in recognition of all the activities 
that she has quietly supported in the village 
over many years. Having been born in the 
village and lived in here for most of her life 
Shirley is a well-known Framptonite and, 
hence attracted a large number of villagers 
as well as friends and family who all shared 
in her celebration.

You do not need to be a member of 
the Society to attend but should you be 
interested, please contact Kelvin Broad on 
01452 740775 or
kelvinsbroad@outlook.com.
____________________________________________________
2024 -2025 Village Society talks for your diary:
22nd Nov - Sailing for a Living
7th Dec - Christmas Supper
24th Jan - The Snow Widows
28th Feb - Butterflies, Dragonflies and Moths of Glos
28th Mar - Musical Satire of the 20th Century
25th April - The Work of a Master Stonemason
16th May - Women’s Land Army of WWII
27th Jun - A Different View of our World
26th Sep - A Safari Trip to Southern Africa
24th Oct - A.G.M. and Bill Wood Presentation
28th Nov - Super Bomb – Prof Gareth Williams
6th Dec - Christmas Event



St. Michael
and All Angels
Church
BY MIKE NAYLOR

Church Services  
We have our normal services on the 1st, 2nd 
and 4th Sunday in both December and 
January with a “Light Touch” service on the 
2nd Sunday in each case. Christmas services 
will include the ever-popular candlelit 
Christingle Service at the usual time of 
6pm on Christmas Eve followed by a Holy 
Communion Service at 10pm.

Our Remembrance Sunday Service took 
place on 10th November, as usual at the 
earlier time of 10:45am, and was particularly 
well attended. Two minutes silence was 
observed following the reading of the 
names of those from Eastington who lost 
their lives in the First and Second World 
Wars. The Last Post was sounded and the 
silence ended with the Reveille. A very 
moving account of four Eastington lads as 
they excitedly prepared for their journey to 
serve in the Great War and which appeared 
in the Eastington Community News, was 
read. All were killed in action.

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
will not now take place and instead we are 
having a Candlelight Christmas Sing Along 
Concert in aid of the Church Roof Appeal on 
Saturday 14th at 7:00pm. Santa on his sleigh 
will be there to greet you on arrival and there 
will be refreshments. See pg5 in this edition 
of the ECN for further details.
 
Stroud Food Bank Collection Point
We had a bumper crop of donations 
following the Church and School’s Harvest 
Celebrations. Despite this the Food Bank 

report that they cannot meet demand from 
donated items and are currently having to 
buy in approximately 50% of the food they 
distribute. So, the message is keep on giving!

Ukraine Appeal
The Christmas collection for Ukraine has 
now become an annual event in the Church 
and this year the “Big Wrap” took place on 
2nd November where a large number of 
volunteers gathered in the church to help. 
Selection boxes for children in Ukraine were 
particularly requested and a total of 27 
boxes were soon packed with supplies of 
nappies, toiletries, food, sweets, chocolates 
and gifts for onward transmission in time 
for Christmas and to provide some comfort 
and relief for those whose daily lives are led 
in fear. Money was also generously donated 
to help offset transportation costs.

We continue with our regular collection for 
Ukraine and a list of requisites is on display 
at the back of the Church.

Library
The library continues to be a very popular 
asset to the church and is well used. New 
titles of up-to-date novels are always 
welcome if you have any you would like to 
donate.

Rev Liz Palin:
tv1stroudwater@gmail.com
Rev Dave Bishop: 
tv2stroudwater@gmail.com
Churchwarden Mike Naylor:
mike@mikenaylorsurveyors.co.uk 
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A Letter from the Church of 
Christ the King Eastington
Here at the Church we have been studying 
the letters of Apostle Paul to the people of his 
time recently and, seeing how effective his 
communication was and still is, we thought 
we would write a letter to all those who live 
in Eastington and the surrounding areas.

Dear Friends,

We write this letter to let you know that we 
very often pray for you, several times a week. 
Although we do not know your name to 
use in our prayers we know that some of 
you are experiencing loneliness, or financial 
hardship. We know that for some of you this 
winter already looks bleak and long and 
you wonder how you will find the stamina to 
endure it. We are aware of people who have 
recently lost loved ones and are battling to 
create a new life that feels like living.

We believe that there are also people who 
have cause to rejoice this year, perhaps a 
wedding or a new addition to the family.
Day by day, week by week, life’s
circumstances change and our feelings and 
attitude to life changes too.

We would love to meet you, to chat and 
to make you a coffee or tea. We welcome 
those with a Christian faith, those who 
know nothing about Jesus Christ, those
with questions and those who just need to 
see a friendly face to come and share with us 
on Sundays at 11am (opposite the butchers 
in Eastington).

In our Bibles we read “There is a time for 
everything, and a season for every activity 
under the heavens:… a time to weep and a 
time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time 
to dance” Ecclesiastes, Ch3.

We hope that one day we may be able to 
share your walk through life and maybe 
even to laugh or dance together. Have a 
blessed Christmas and an Inspirational 
New Year. We will be praying for you.

Much love from the Church Community at 
the Church of Christ the King Eastington.
____________________________________________________
For more information about events or 
general information about the Church, 
please contact Beck:
01453 827414 or 075111 97265
rebecca.burgin@pikelock.com

Or Barbara: 
07570 401365
minister@coctke.org.uk

We are both happy to meet up with you or 
take you for a coffee and have a chat about 
life and the big questions that you may be 
wrestling with.

Church of Christ 
the King
BY BARBARA LANG
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supervision of Mr E S Sinnott, the county 
surveyor at the time. The system was named 
after a French engineer, the first developer 
to use iron then steel beams encased in 
concrete to add strength to buildings 
and other structures. It was soon used for 
building reinforced concrete bridges such 
as our two, although it was not until the first 
decade of the 20th century that its use began 
to spread. The first bridge project in the UK 
was in Hampshire in 1902, and its success 
led to many others over roads, rivers, and 
railways. So, our new village bridges were 
early examples of the technique. By the 1930s 
there were about 2000 reinforced concrete 
bridges in the UK. Another rather larger local 
example was Westgate Bridge in Gloucester, 
also built on the “Hennebique System’” 

Naturally, especially as this was a fairly new 
form of bridge construction, the Council was 
anxious to make sure that the Eastington 
bridges had been properly built and were 
up to the job, so a series of load tests 
were carried out. This was reported in the 
Cheltenham Chronicle and Gloucestershire 
Advertiser of March 1908, which is where 
this fascinating photo came from.
 The article mentions that the foundations, 
abutments, deck, and parapets were 
all of ferro-concrete, and that the cost 
compared very favourably with masonry 
and steel girder decking. And, the ferro-
concrete had the additional advantage of 
not requiring painting or maintenance.

Both the Meadow and Churchend bridges 
were tested with the specified load of two 
steam rollers (visible in the photo) of about 
35 tons standing side by side. The rollers 
were both built by Aveling and Porter and 
were probably from Gloucestershire County 
Council’s fleet. The tests were carried out 

under the watchful eyes of the county 
surveyor, accompanied by Mr R A Lister, 
county councillor; Mr E J Cullis, representing 
the patentees; Messrs Ratcliff and Hall,
district surveyors; Mr Howells, the Clerk of 
Works; and Messrs T B Cooper and Co of 
Bristol, the contractors. The latter were well-
known for their bridge projects that included 
one over the River Avon near Evesham in
1908 for The Great Western Railway
Company.  

Meadow bridge had a span of 28 ft, and with 
both steam rollers in place, had a maximum 
deflection on the centre of the bridge of 
only “three thirty seconds of an inch”, the 
road deck returning to its original level once 
the load was removed. With the same load, 
Churchend bridge, with a span of 12 ft, didn’t 
budge at all! At first glance, the present 
Meadow bridge looks largely unchanged, 
but on closer inspection, there are subtle 
differences, so must have been replaced 
at some point. Does anyone know when? 

The superb photo was uncovered by 
Mike Dodd from the Restoration and 
Archiving Trust, based at Toddington on the 
Gloucestershire and Warwickshire Railway, 
and kindly passed on by Mike Smith of 
Stroud Vintage Transport & Engine Club.
____________________________________________________
STEPHEN MILLS HAS LIVED IN EASTINGTON FOR 
THE PAST 53 YEARS, AND ALMOST SINCE ARRIVING, 
HE’S BEEN RESEARCHING AND RECORDING THE 
VILLAGE’S LONG AND INTERESTING HISTORY. 
STEPHEN’S REAL INTEREST IS IN THE AREA’S RICH 
INDUSTRIAL PAST; HIS PHD FOCUSED ON THE 
WOOLLEN CLOTH MILLS OF THE STROUD VALLEYS. 
HE WORKS FOR PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
ENERGY AGENCY AND HE’S ALSO THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE SOCIETY FOR INDUSTRIAL 
ARCHEOLOGY.
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Meadow and Churchend Bridges
BY STEPHEN MILLS

As we all know, there are 
various streams and rivers 
running through the village, 
and of course, this means 
that some method of getting 
across them has always been 
needed.
A few generations ago, the only option 
for some villagers would have been to get 
their feet wet, crossing via one of several 
fords, although bigger streams and the 
branches of the River Frome were eventually 
provided with bridges to ease the passage 
of carts and later, motor vehicles. Many such 
early bridges were built mainly of wood, 

and these had a limited lifespan before 
needing replacement with something 
more substantial. Which brings us to 
the subject of this article – Meadow and 
Churchend bridges at the foot of Spring Hill.

In 1908, Gloucestershire County Council 
built two replacement bridges using 
what at the time was called new ferro-
concrete. Although concrete had been in 
use for centuries, concrete structures could 
now be strengthened by the inclusion of 
reinforcement often in the form of iron 
or steel bars, usually embedded in the 
concrete before it set – today, this is usually 
referred to as ‘rebar’ and is used widely 
in all manner of construction projects.
Our two new bridges were constructed
on the “Hennebique System” under the



November saw the arrival of lots of new food goodies and gifts along
with regular favourites, with many of you making a start on your
Christmas purchases. We have a great selection of local and unique
products including a range of festive decorations and local prints, as
well as fabulous foodie treats and hand selected Christmas Hampers.

Locally grown Christmas trees are now available to purchase and can
be found in the garden.

Welcome to the Festive Season from all of us at Eastington Farm
Shop!  We hope you have been enjoying the great views and easy
access provided by our completed entrance and coffee bar windows
- not to mention the warmth from the fire!  

Thanks to all of you for once again making our annual Pumpkin
Picking a success; it was great to see wellies both large and small
wandering down the path and returning laden with pumpkins of all
shapes and sizes, whilst helping us raise an amazing £408.85 for
the charity Parkinson’s UK.

www.eastingtonfarmshop.co.uk
01453823655

Normal Opening Hours:
CLOSED MONDAYS
 Tues-Sat: 9am-5pm

Sun 10am-1pm
Christmas Hours:

Sun 22/12:  9am-5pm
Mon 23/12:   9am-5pm
Tue 24/12: 9am-12pm

We look forward to welcoming and assisting you during this
busy period, whilst also providing a warm retreat from the
dark and cold. All of us at Eastington Farm Shop and
Middlehall Farm would like to wish you and your families
best wishes during this festive season and for the year
ahead. 

A happy and prosperous 2025!

Christmas ordering has gone on-line this year!  It provides a clear and easy way
for you to plan your Christmas comfortably at home; please remember we are also
ready to help you with this and to answer any questions you may have on our
products. Just call or email.

Our popular Christmas workshops are running with Norah Kennedy’s
Winter Willow and Karen Green - Winter Foliage pen and watercolour.
There may still be spaces available - check out our website for details.

If you are looking for a door garland to brighten up the dark days, these
are available to buy in the shop and to order, all made here on the farm
by Sue.

Please note we are closed from 12pm on Christmas Eve and
re-open on Thursday 9 January 2025
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Down Memory Lane...
Thank you to Megan Timbrell for these scans.

Mrs Marling and Elsie Shill
1, Hillview Cress Green, 1913

Sam and Lizzie
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Insights at
	    With December’s arrival comes the excitement of holiday traditions, social gatherings, 

and seasonal treats. However, it’s also when many feel the strain of busy schedules 
and stress. Prioritising your health and wellbeing this month can help you make the 

most of every moment.

Start by keeping your body moving. While schedules may be packed, even short, 
daily walks or stretching sessions can go a long way to keep muscles active and 
stress levels manageable. Remember that physical activity releases endorphins, the 
body’s natural mood lifters, which can counteract holiday stress. Nourishment is key, 
but so is enjoyment. The holidays often bring indulgent meals, and it’s okay to enjoy 
them mindfully. Balance rich foods with plenty of fruits, vegetables, and hydration. 
Drinking water and being conscious of portion sizes can make a big difference in 

maintaining energy levels.

Rest is another cornerstone of wellbeing that tends to be overlooked in the festive 
rush. Prioritise sleep and make time for quiet moments to recharge. Quality rest 
improves mood, strengthens the immune system, and enhances focus, helping you 

stay present during gatherings with loved ones.

Finally, the Spinavita team will be on hand throughout December to provide you 
with any extra support you need. We will be open on Monday 23rd and will reopen on 
Friday 27th December for those that need us. Give us a call on 01452 883232 to book 

your appointment.



A message from
Kelly

	    
It’s been over a year ago I was asked
to set up a chair exercise class in the
village.  I’m  so pleased I did.  It’s  a
great   class   which   I   really  enjoy
teaching.  Not  only  have  the ladies
benefited from the class  but  I  have
benefited from them. We have a laugh
and a chat so it’s also a nice social meeting.
Everyone has done so well with the effort they
put into it, and I love that they are always smiling.
We start with a few dance routines then move on to some toning to 
strengthen muscles, followed by stretching to help flexibility. During October 
a couple of the dance routines have been to Thriller and Time Warp, and at 
the end of November we will start our Christmas routines! So, a big thank 
you and well done to all the ladies who attend. 

Kelly 







The Hollies, renowned for its excellence in nursing,  
dementia and residential care provides the ultimate  
in state-of-the-art accommodation. Spacious, beautifully  
designed rooms, suites and living areas along with pretty gardens  
provide residents with a high quality of living. Exceptional dining caters  
for the most discerning preferences and needs.

At the Hollies, care is not just something we offer, it’s at the core of who we are. 
We treat every resident as an individual and work hard to tailor our person-centred 
services and activities to support their every need.

Call Jo or Sadie now: 

01453 541400 
info@thehollies.co.uk

Bessys Tea Room  
for special treats  
and parties

The Old English  
Pub for social 
gatherings

Kayes Hair & Nails 
for beauty and 
wellbeing

The Terrace for 
events and outdoor 
entertainment

Luxury Care Home 
Community
The Hollies Nursing Care Home 
Holly Oak Dementia Care Home

Community living connecting families and friends  

in a welcoming environment 

Excellent Reviews
Limited spaces available

We welcome immediate and planned admissions.
Discover more at thehollies.co.uk

Drake Lane, Dursley GL11 5HA







CO F F E E  HOUS E  W IT H  7  ENSU I T E  B E D ROOMS

OP EN 7  D AYS ,  8 AM -4 PM

MUDDY BOOTS & DOGS WE L COME

ART I S AN CO F F E E  &  T E A S

  F R E S H  P A STR I E S ,  C AK E S ,  
SOURDOUGH TOAST I E S  &  MOR E !

T AK E AWAY /  E AT - I N  

P L E NTY O F  I N DOOR & OUTDOOR S E AT I N G

G ROUP BOOK I N G S  WE L COME !

WWW .T H E L AZYGOOS E . CO . UK

E A ST I N GTON ,  G L 1 0  3 A A



Village Diary	
	             

Dec - Jan 2025

 DECEMBER
29th - 7th December
Christmas Tree Festival
@ St Laurence’s Church, Stroud

1st December
Christmas Market
@ The Rest, King’s Stanley

2nd December, 7:00pm
Every Monday
Words, Poetry and Music
@ Fromebridge Mill

5th December, 10:00am
Every Thursday
Coffee, Bingo & Chat
@ Eastington Village Hall
......................................................
5th December, 7:00pm
ECLT Board Meeting
@ Eastington Village Hall
......................................................
6th December, 9:30am
Every Friday
Craft and Chat
@ Eastington Village Hall

6th December, 5:30pm
Christmas Extravaganza
@ Great Oldbury Primary

6th December, 6:00pm
Goodwill Evening
@ Stroud Town Centre

11th December, 2:00pm
Heart of the Village Pop-In
@ Eastington Village Hall
......................................................
12th December, 7:00pm
Parish Council Meeting
@ Eastington Village Hall

12th December, 7:30pm
Christmas Jumper Bingo
@ The Badger

14th December, 7:00pm
Candlelight Xmas Sing Along
@ St Michaels & All Angels 
Church

14th - 23rd December
Breakfast with Santa
@ Slimbridge Wetland Centre

16th - 30th December
Eastington Christmas Lights 
Trail & Competition
@ Village

20th December
Last Day of School Term
@ Eastington Primary School

29th December, 10:00am
Wombles Litter Pick
@ Village

29th December, 7:00pm
Big Family Christmas Quiz
@ The Badger
......................................................
31st December, 8:00pm
NYE 80’s Disco & Karaoke
Requires tickets (free event)
@ The Badger

 JANUARY
1st January, 11:30am
NY Day Steam Up 2025
@ Fromebridge Mill

6th January
Inset Day
@ Eastington Primary School
......................................................
7th January
School Term Resumes
@ Eastington Primary School

9th January, 7:00pm
Parish Council Meeting
@ Eastington Village Hall

11th January, 8:30pm
Live Music: Free Fall
@ The Badger

22nd January, 2:00pm
Heart of the Village Pop-In
@ Eastington Village Hall

26th January, 10:00am
Wombles Litter Pick
@ Village

31st January, 4:15pm
Six Nations Rugby
@ The Badger

For further details about these 
events, see online or email us.
If you would like to add an event 
in the next issue, please email: 
articles@eastington.website.


